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had things all Its own way and during the action was not struck
by a single projectile of the enemy, although many of their shells
fell beyond our vessels. When the signal to withdraw was made^
and the movement in doing so became apparent to the enemy,
they remanned their guns and fired a few shots at the ships,
but with a lamentable lack of accurate aim. So the first en-
gagement of the combined fleet ended with little apparent dam-
age to the forts and with no injury to the ships.

Resuming the blockading positions, there were many weary
and monotonous days of waiting and hoping for activity. The
weather happily continued exceptionally good but excessively
hot, sticky and oppressive, which was slowly sapping the strength
and energy of all. To those splendid fellows before the furnaces
and standing ready at the engine throttles below decks, where
the heat was almost insufferable, the task of duty was most
severe. There were no complaints or murmurings heard above
the protective decks, and up to the crucial moment, on July 3,
1898, they were as true as steel and as unchangeable as the needle
to the pole. Occasional mails from home bearing messages from
loved ones and friends solaced many hours that would other-
wise have been weary, and the anticipation aroused when steam-
ers arrived on the blockade was one of the features which filled
in the days of this duty with, some pleasure.

The press steamers coming and going from the lines afforded
many opportunities to send our letters and to learn the news
in the world beyond our horizon. These gentlemen of the press
were always mindful of the value of a few bushels of potatoes,
a few dozen eggs and a little fruit thoughtfully brought to us
by them from Port Antonio. Such things did add a lot of
relish to the herrings and "hardtack"-of our larders, while such
kind attention set up memories and friendships that can never
be forgotten.

Tired -of the monotony, the commander-in-chief decided to
bombard the works about the port once more on June 16th, be-
lieving that the Spaniards had been adding to the defenses to
the east and west of the entrance. It was determined to bom-
bard both the batteries at daylight. There was no special for-
mation for this action beyond the direction to carefully adjust
the position of blockade distance (three miles), then to go quicklyurs could repair. The squadrone great Civilave assured me." Ifo
